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A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Submitted by Craig Hill

Each year, I'm asked to write an article for the Chamber
newsletter. | usually write about the things the city has been
working on or is planning for in the upcoming year. This year
| thought | would talk about something different but just as
important.

This year, 2026, is an election year. We are not voting for the
President of the United States, but we will be electing candidates
that will shape our state, county, and city for the future. At the
national level, Joni Ernst will not be seeking re-election. She has
been our senator for ten years. She is a resident of Southwest
lowa and has a very good understanding of the issues we face
in rural lowa. | hope her replacement will be just as informed and an advocate for lowa.

At the state level, Governor Kim Reynolds is also not seeking re-election. She has been
the leader of the executive branch in lowa for fourteen years. First as Lieutenant Governor
under Governor Branstad and then Governor for the last eight years. It is also very likely
that we will have a new State Auditor and Attorney General.

Atthe county level, the citizens of Page County decided at last year's elections to expand
the number of county supervisors from three to five. A committee was formed to redraw the
county into five equal districts based on population to guarantee equal representation. All
five of the supervisor seats are up for election this year. | believe this decision was made to
ensure a broader viewpoint on the issues that the county faces.

| want to make this perfectly clear. | am not endorsing any candidate for the positions |
have mentioned. | would not and will never tell someone how to vote or who to vote for.
That is a personal choice and must be decided by each individual. | will, however, tell
anyone who asks how important it is to vote. Voting is a right and privilege for every citizen
of this country, and it should not be taken lightly. | have heard people say our votes do not
count, that the politicians don't listen, and will do what they want. | do not believe that it is
true, it's just that sometimes the answer we want to hear is not possible.

To get to the point of this article, | want to strongly encourage everyone to pay close
attention to the candidates running for office and the issues they stand for. These individuals
are the ones who will be setting policies and passing laws that will affect your daily lives
for the foreseeable future.

| want to leave you with this final thought. | believe we live in a great country, state, and
city. It is not the government that makes us great; it's the people. | believe in the people of
Clarinda, and | know we all strive to make our city the best it can be. God Bless, and | hope
2026 is a great year for everyone.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MARCH 7
Chamber Bowling Tournament

MARCH 14
Partners in Exceptional Care Platinum Ball

MARCH 21
(larinda Legislative Briefing

MARCH 27-29
Clarinda Spring Gun Show

APRIL 4
Easter Egg Hunt

APRIL 17-18
Pulley’s Spring Indoor Flea Market
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CA CPlote from the S Pedident

BY TAYLOR STANSBURY,
CLARINDA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PRESIDENT

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the Annual Banquet on
February 2nd such a success! It was a wonderful evening filled with engaging conversations
and strong community spirit.

A heartfelt thank you to the Chamber staff, the Banquet Committee, and the
Ambassadors for their hard work in organizing such an outstanding event. Your dedication
continues to strengthen our community and support local businesses.

During the banquet, we also had the opportunity to recognize Beckie Finch for her
eight years of service on the Chamber Board, including the past year as Chamber President.
Beckie’s dedication to both the Chamber and our community has been truly inspiring, and
we are incredibly grateful for her commitment and leadership.

Over the next few months, we're excited to offer a variety of events designed to foster
community engagement and strengthen connections among our local businesses. The
Chamber will host its annual Bowling Tournament on March 7th — a fun-filled day where
individuals, businesses, and teams can come together for some friendly competition while
supporting a great cause.

Proceeds from the tournament will support Chamber programming and outreach
initiatives throughout the year. It's also a wonderful opportunity to show your support for a
local business, Frontier Lanes, and enjoy a lively, team-spirited atmosphere. We encourage
you and your business to join us and help make this event a tremendous success.

In addition to the bowling tournament, the Chamber is proud to partner with the
Clarinda Kiwanis Club for the annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 4th. The event
will take place at Clarinda City Park and is free for the community to attend.

Families and children of all ages are invited to join in the fun, and local businesses
are encouraged to sponsor Easter eggs to help make this beloved community tradition a
continued success.

On a personal note, | am honored to follow in the footsteps of my grandfather, Ed
Nordland, who was elected Chamber President in 1969. His leadership and commitment
to the community set a strong example, and | am proud to continue that legacy.

| look forward to working alongside all of you to advance the Chamber’s mission. |
encourage you to reach out, share your ideas, and get involved as we work together to
make this one of the most successful years yet for our Chamber and our community as a
whole!

Design and layout of The Chamber Connection provided by

& RAPID ELITE

INK. PRINT. SHIP.

418 N MAIN, DOWNTOWN MARYVILLE

660.562.4657




T the Spotlight

BANK IOWA

Bank lowa’s Clarinda location has been a
cornerstone of southwestern lowa for over 50 years,
built on trust, relationships, and a deep pride in
community. From our entrepreneurial beginnings in

1976, when our founders acquired Citizens State Bank in Clarinda, to becoming
one of lowa’s largest family-owned community banks, our story is anything but
typical. That same spirit of innovation and dedication continues to guide how we
help families, farmers, entrepreneurs, and businesses across lowa.

In 2020, we celebrated a new chapter with the opening of our modern building
on the square in Clarinda, while donating our prior location to Clarinda’s City Hall—a small way of giving back to the
community that supports us. Beyond the walls of the bank, our team members contribute more than 1,500 volunteer hours each
year to local non-profits and community initiatives, because we believe that banking is about more than transactions: it's about
supporting the people around us and the communities we call home.

Bank lowa offers a full suite of financial services, including commercial, agricultural, and consumer banking, designed to
help our clients meet their goals. With additional locations in Shenandoah, Villisca, Red Oak, and Essex, we strive to make
it happen for businesses and families throughout southwestern lowa, providing guidance and support wherever it's needed.

Bank lowa ownership remains proudly in the hands
of the Duncan and Barr families, whose community-
centered values shape the way we show up for
work every day. As we reflect on decades of service
and look ahead, our focus is simple: to help our
neighbors succeed and to invest in the communities
we call home.



T the Spotlight

THE BARN AT KENT FARMS

Nestled among the rolling hills of southwest lowa, The Barn at Kent Farms is more than just a wedding
venue — it's a heartfelt vision brought to life by dedicated owners Jim and Tammy Kent.
As the proud owners and operators of One Source Restoration and Victory Powerline Services, along with
several additional ventures, the Kents have long been known for their strong work ethic and entrepreneurial
spirit. Since establishing The Barn at Kent Farms in 2018, they've continued to expand — growing both their staff and their main office in
Clarinda. Through it all, their faith, devotion to family, and commitment to serving their community remain at the heart of everything they do.

After hosting weddings for two of their three sons, Jim and Tammy experienced firsthand the whirlwind that often surrounds a one-day
wedding celebration. Inspired to create something different, they imagined a place where couples could slow down, savor every moment,
and celebrate over several days in a peaceful country setting. That dream became reality with The Barn at Kent Farms. Their mission was
simple yet meaningful: to provide an affordable, welcoming venue where couples — and the surrounding community — could gather,
celebrate, and create lasting memories.

The Kents immediately fell in love with the charm and history of the century-old farmhouse, surrounded by breathtaking countryside views
and unforgettable lowa sunsets. Determined to preserve its rustic character while incorporating modern conveniences, they thoughtfully
transformed the property into a one-of-a-kind wedding destination.

Enhancements to the farmhouse include:

* Two stunning second-story bedrooms, each featuring two double beds

* An added bathroom with a double vanity — perfect for bridal hair and makeup
* A breathtaking main-floor bridal suite with an antique queen bed

* Arenovated bathroom, cozy living room, dining area, and spacious kitchen

* Large floor-to-ceiling mirrors for picture-perfect moments

Every corner of the property has been carefully curated to ensure both beauty and comfort.

* The Conference Barn offers a relaxed space for rehearsal dinners and groomsmen preparations, complete with a small bar areq,
recliners, large flat-screen TV, and a grand harvest table.

* The Kent Saloon, an Old West-inspired bar area, provides a fun and charming setting for serving refreshments.

* Two outdoor ceremony sites feature permanent benches and arches perfectly positioned to capture sweeping countryside views
and lowa’s stunning sunsets.

At the heart of the celebration stands The Barn — a breathtaking reception space adorned with three crystal chandeliers, elegant
lighting, a full kitchen, and a spacious dance floor. To help couples stay within budget, the Kents also offer a generous selection of décor
and props at no additional charge.

Understanding how quickly wedding days can pass, The Barn at Kent Farms offers a three-day wedding package, giving couples the
opportunity to truly relax and enjoy their celebration without feeling rushed.

For a free tour, contact Angela Kent at 712-435-0609.

Follow them on Facebook at Barn at Kent Farms or visit www.barnatkentfarms.com for more information and photos.

At The Barn at Kent Farms, every detail reflects the Kents’ faith, family values, and passion for creating unforgettable celebrations.
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220 Essie Davison Drive
Clarinda, IA 51632
800-682-7920
712-542-2176

Schedule your
appointment online at
www.clarindahealth.com

“Proud to be in

Clarinda for 70 years.”

1200 South 16th
712-542-5142

Clarinda e Villisca
Member FDIC
www.bankiowa.bank

Clarinda, IA 51632
(712) 542-2121

CLARINDA EASTER EGG HUNT

The Clarinda Kiwanis and the Clarinda Chamber of Commerce are sponsoring
the annual Easter Egg Hunt for children on Saturday, April 4 - at 10:30 a.m. at
Clarinda City Park. The Easter Egg Hunt will be divided into age groups 8-10, 6-7,
4-5, and 3 & under. Children are asked to bring their own Easter baskets for the
event. The Easter Bunny will also be in attendance! In case of inclement weather,
the event will be held at the Clarinda Lied Center, check Facebook for details.

IF CHAMBER MEMBERS WOULD LIKE TO DONATE CANDY-FILLED PLASTIC
EGGSFORTHE EASTER EGG HUNT, YOU MAY BRING THEM TO THE CLARINDA
CHAMBER OFFICE BY MONDAY, MARCH 30.

LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING

The Clarinda Chamber of Commerce and the Clarinda Economic Development
Corporation are sponsoring the final Clarinda Legislative Briefing of the 2026
session. The event is scheduled for Saturday, March 21 at 10:00 a.m. at the
Clarinda Lied Public Library at 100 East Garfield Street. State Senator Tom Shipley,
State Representative Devon Wood, and State Representative Tom Moore will be on
hand to discuss legislative issues and answer your questions.

CHAMBER LEADERSHIP

Congratulations  and  heartfelt
thanks to Taylor Stansbury, 2026
Chamber President, of Nordland
Insurance Agency and Beckie Finch,
2025 Chamber President, NAPA /JB
Parts & Supply.

We are grateful for their
tremendous leadership, dedication,
and commitment to the Clarinda
Chamber of Commerce organization.
Their guidance and passion help
strengthen our Chamber and our

community. Thank you for all you do
for Clarindal



422 E. Washington Street
Clarinda, IA 51632
712-542-2153

SPIRIT OF CLARINDA AWARD WINNERS

The Spirit of Clarinda Award is given to an individual or business that has given
a tremendous amount of time and effort to support the Chamber of Commerce
organization and the Clarinda community. Nominations are sought from the entire
Chamber membership and our Board of Directors votes for the award winners.
Congratulations to our 2025 Spirit of Clarinda recipients Mayor Craig Hill &
Teresa Hill and Courtney Morrison.

Mayor Craig Hill and Teresa Hill have poured their hearts into our community
for years. From helping with Chamber events and the Craft Carnival to creating the
beloved Spirit on the Square and lighting the downtown trees, their efforts bring joy
and connection to everyone in town.

Courtney Morrison consistently goes above and beyond to support local
events, and community beautification projects. Her creativity, generosity, and
dedication make Clarinda a brighter, more connected place.

(L to R) Mayor Craig Hill with his wife, Teresa Hill and Courtney Morrison, owner
of the Clarinda Flower Shop.

31ST ANNUAL CHAMBER GOLF TOURNAMENT
Join the Clarinda Chamber of Commerce for the 31st Annual Golf Tournament
on Thursday, May 21, 2026, at the Clarinda Country Club! This 4-person Texas
Best Ball tournament includes lunch, a fun pack, and exciting sponsored holes.
Registration and lunch begin at 11 a.m., with a shotgun start at noon. Enjoy flag
prizes, door prizes, and awards for the top three teams in each flight. Sponsorships

and team entries are due by Friday, May 1. For more information or to sign up,
contact chamber@clarinda.org or call 712-542-2166.



923 E. Washington
712-542-5117
800-521-2073
www.iwce.edu

CELEBRATE AMERICA’S 250TH WITH A FREE NIGHT OF BASEBALL

The Community & Retail Committee of the Clarinda Chamber of Commerce is
excited to invite the community to a special evening of baseball in celebration of
America’s 250th anniversary!

On Thursday, June 18, 2026, the Chamber will sponsor free admission to cheer
on the Clarinda A’s as they take on the Chillicothe Mudcats at 7:00 PM at Clarinda
Municipal Stadium - Eberly Field.

This free community night promises fun for all ages. Fans can enjoy complimentary
giveaways and special prize drawings throughout the game. Young baseball fans
will have the exciting opportunity to run the bases between the 3rd, 5th, and 7th
innings — always a highlight of the evening! Additional family-friendly activities
will make this @ memorable celebration for everyone in attendance.

We encourage businesses, families, and community members to come out,
show their hometown pride, and support the Clarinda A’s. It's a wonderful way
to celebrate our nation’s milestone anniversary while enjoying America’s favorite
pastime right here at home.

Mark your calendar and plan to join us for an evening of community spirit,
family fun, and great baseball!

Peace of mind is easy to find.

At Eiler Place, we deliver a pioneering
approach to senior living designed to give
residents a supportive, stimulating
environment where they will thrive in
mind, body, and spirit.

Nodaway Valley

FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICE

MidwestData

One stop shop for
all your IT needs!

410 Broad Ave.
Stanton, IA
844-640-3283
sales@iowadata.com

222 EAST WASHINGTON STREET
CLARINDA, IOWA - 712-542-3637

Respect ~  Fonarr ~ Remendbon




Manufacturers in Clarinda Since 1903
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807 E. Main St.
Clarinda, I1A 51632
www.lislecorp.com

EZ Way, Inc.

710 E. Main St.
Clarinda, 1A 51632
www.ezlifts.com
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We Believe in You

1201 S. Glenn Miller Ave
Clarinda, A 51632

120 E. Washington St
Clarinda, IA 51632

712-542-5661
www.WeArePCSB.com

@ Equal Housing Lender ~ Member FDIC

MOTION & CONTROL

NSK

NSK CORPORATION

1100 North First Street
Clarinda, lowa 51632

2026 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS

Front row (L to R): Julie Fast (PCSB Bank), Courtney Morrison (Clarinda Flower
Shop), Tammy Horn (Walker-Merrick-Billings Funeral Chapel), Amber Cabeen
(First Interstate Bank), Taylor Stansbury-Chamber President (Nordland Insurance
Agency).

Back row (L to R): Cole Sunderman (Cornerstone Bank), Josh Wyman (Shore
Motor Company), Adam Samuelson-Chamber 1st Vice President (Fareway Meat
& Grocery), Whitney Beery-Chamber Associate Vice President (Bank lowa), Luke
Cox-Chamber 2nd Vice President (Clarinda Community School District), Maggie
Brown (Clarinda Regional Health Center), John Shelton (IAMO Communica-
tions).

Not Pictured: Baillee Shires (Hy-Vee Food & Drug Store)
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New MEMBERS

Premier Host Homes LLC
Seth Hudson, Owner
Clarinda, lowa
(641) 745-9501

2025 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Budget Blinds of Atlantic lowa/Southwest lowa
Phil & Tracy Hickman, Owners
2465 280th Avenue
Sidney, lowa 51652
(712) 973-8056
www.budgetblinds.com

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Front Row (L to R): Cole Sunderman — Golf Tournament, Josh Wyman - Cruzin’
Clarinda, Greg Butt — Cruzin’ Clarinda

Back Row (L to R): Beckie Finch — Business Development, Katy Ridge — Southwest
lowa Band Jamboree, Whitney Beery — Lighted Christmas Parade, Kerry Clark —
Craft Carnival, Courtney Morrison — Community Beautification

Not Pictured: Denise Johnson — Community & Retail Promotions, Andrea Muller —
Lighted Christmas Parade, Bryan Davis — Golf Tournament
























